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SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE 
RESOURCES AGENCY
Block C, Castle of Good Hope, Cape Town
TEL (021) 465 2198 - FAX (021) 465 5789

SAHRA Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage Field School 2012
January 16 – February 5 2012

To Whom It May Concern, 
The Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage (MUCH) Unit of the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) has implemented a Maritime Archaeology Development Program (MADP) in conjunction with the Centre for International Heritage Activities (CIE) in the Netherlands, with funding from the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (EKN). Part of this Program involves the continuing education and training of South Africans and partnering institutions that are involved in MUCH, to build capacity and awareness within the heritage sector, particularly MUCH.
Over the past 2 years, SAHRA has implemented a training programme in Cape Town and Durban for divers and non-divers who are interested in MUCH. Based on the success of this programme and a need for further training, SAHRA will be hosting a Field School in January 2012 and we would like to invite you to participate.  
The Field School is designed for divers and non-divers alike, particularly students with an interest in archaeology, history, heritage management and archival research. Training will be based on Robben Island and the dive team will be working on a site near Blouberg nicknamed the “Barrel Wreck”. Non-divers will be working on Robben Island itself on various maritime-related sites. 
As with previous training, the Field School training modules will be based on the curriculum developed by the Nautical Archaeology Society (NAS) in the United Kingdom. This is an internationally recognized certification that enables amateur divers and non-divers to assist on archaeological projects and build up their qualifications to a professional level. 
During the Field School, students will be introduced to the concepts of maritime archaeology and various methods used when working on land and underwater. They will then assist in a non-disturbance survey of a site, the drafting of a site report and the development of a site map. Following this, SAHRA is planning to excavate test trenches on the underwater site to examine buried portions of the wreck. Students will receive training in this specialized form of excavation as well as how to deal with artefacts that are disturbed. Internationally recognized specialists in artefact and in-situ conservation will lead these modules of the Field School. A temporary laboratory will be set-up on Robben Island to accommodate recovered artefacts and a permanent space has been provided by the Iziko Museum for long-term conservations of finds. A module on archival research will be given to teach students how to sift through the historical record to locate documents that may provide reference to the archeological work that is taking place. 
All work will be conducted according to international archaeological best practice and SAHRA will be working in collaboration with the Robben Island Museum, Iziko Museums and the CIE, as well as the University of Leiden in the Netherlands. 
The Field School is open to all students who have an interest in archaeology, history and heritage management. An academic background in these subjects is not mandatory. The invitation is also extended to previous NAS students. The curriculum is split into modules to accommodate students who are not available for the entire duration of the Field School. 
For more information or to request the application form, please contact Sophie Winton via email: swinton@wc.sahra.org.za or call 021 465 2198. Space is limited and the deadline for applications is January 6 2012. 
Kind regards, 
Jonathan Sharfman
Manager – SAHRA Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage Unit
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