TAMAHNOUS THEATRE


			1942 Banbury Road


			North Vancouver, BC


			V7G 1W5


			(604) 929-0329


			email: zzaj@istar.ca 


			





The Final Performance of Vaslav Nijinsky, St. Moritz-Dorf, 1919


Jeremy Long





100 pages


$12.00 Cdn $10.00 US, Soft Cover


ISBN 0-9681863-0-0


Pub. Date: September 1998


_____________________________________________________________________________________





Jeremy Long’s The Final Performance of Vaslav Nijinsky was the first in a long line of original play scripts to emerge from Vancouver’s Tamahnous Theatre. In the article, Dancing with Nijinsky, which accompanies the play, Stephen E. Miller says “Nijinsky was a play that examined the dilemma of the artist, celebrated the interrelated misery and ecstasy of creation, and dissected the Faustian bargain of celebrity. It was elegant, intense, and almost shocking in its power. And Nijinsky was the play that put us on the map.” The play’s theme focuses on the artist’s situation—the need to create, the need to please an audience and the need to survive—a situation unchanged for today’s artists.





Vaslav Nijinsky changed ballet history. His extraordinary leaps and creative choreography brought male dancers into prominence as never before. Yet Nijinsky’s artistic life was brief, ending with a leap into madness. The legendary final performance of Vaslav Nijinsky is the focus of Long’s play.  Nijinsky stood silently on a bare stage before an invited audience for an extended period of time and announced that he would dance the war for a shocked audience.”Jeremy’s play was meant to be a collage of Nijinsky’s thoughts, feelings, and memories during that pause before his final dance” (Dancing with Nijinsky). 





Jeremy Long produced many other plays for Tamahnous Theatre besides Nijinsky— Medea, 84 Acres, Salty Tears on a Hangnail Face, Some Kind of Saviour, and Robin and The Golden Arrow. He has created plays for other groups and has published poetry in several literary journals. Long is a well respected arts funding administrator with the British Columbia Cultural Services Branch.  





Stephen E. Miller’s article, Dancing with Nijinsky, chronicles the evolution of the play and Tamahnous Theatre during the tempestuous seventies with insight and wit. Miller is an original Tamahnousian and is the current Chairman of the Board. He acts for stage and screen, and is a published writer. 


                                                                                    


For more information about the play, the author or the theatre company,, please contact the above address.





