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Canadian Theatre Record/Recueil de thÉâtre canadien

Act I: Curtain Up!/Acte I: Rideau!
Contemporary Canadian Theatre/Théâtre canadien contemporain
Project Description

The Toronto Public Library maintains the largest and most comprehensive collection of theatre materials in Canada. In fact, many of the Library’s resources are unique in the country. Representing Canadian cultural heritage of great diversity and depth, this collection remains largely uncatalogued and public access is limited to those users who are able to visit the library personally. 

Due to the ephemeral nature of theatre presentations, documentation takes the form of original artifacts representing various aspects of the complete production: prompt scripts, directors’ notebooks, drafts of scripts, costume and set drawings, photographs, programs, posters, playbills, publicity materials, financial records, and reviews.  The Toronto Reference Library collects original materials in all of these categories. 

The Toronto Public Library aims to significantly increase public access to this material by making it available on-line. The Canadian Theatre Record/Recueil de théâtre canadien will be a searchable, bilingual database containing information about professional theatre in Canada, past and present. The Library’s Performing Arts Collection will provide the foundation for this database, which will ultimately offer a diversity of materials from many other organizations. 

Specifically, the Canadian Theatre Record/Recueil de théâtre canadien will offer the production history of well known Canadian theatre companies including information about actors, directors, playwrights, and production designs. 

The overall vision for the Canadian Theatre Record comprises three key goals:

1. To create a database that is the most comprehensive resource about Canadian theatre anywhere.

2. To combine the Library’s significant theatre resources with resources and materials from other organizations. By partnering with theatre organizations, academic institutions, libraries and archives, and individual theatre researchers, we can increase the span of our existing and ongoing documentation about Canadian theatre, and make that documentation easily available through one, single interface.

3. To make information about Canadian theatre available to everyone through an easy-to-use, publicly accessible on-line database.

The majority of people who use the Library’s Performing Arts Collection are seeking information about contemporary Canadian theatre - the period from 1967 on. This significant use of the Library’s original materials will thus be supported by the first phase of the Canadian Theatre Record/Recueil de théâtre canadien – Curtain Up!
Curtain Up! will become a unique showcase of the past three decades of Canadian theatre and will celebrate recent Canadian artistic achievement.

