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February 14, 2002

Dear Theatre Community Member:

The Toronto Public Library is beginning work on the Canadian Theatre Record, an ambitious project to digitize its extensive collection of Canadian Theatre materials along with materials held at other institutions throughout Canada. 

To begin development for the online gateway, the Steering Committee for the project is initiating a usability assessment in order to clarify its concept and design.  A usability assessment will contribute to an effective user-centred design for our gateway. One of the first steps in the usability assessment is to gather information and input from theatre community members who might be potential users of a gateway of Canadian theatre information. 

As a member of the theatre community, your input (or that of someone in your organization) would be helpful to our usability assessment.  I am writing to invite you to participate in a two-hour focused meeting at the Toronto Public Library to discuss the concept and design of the Canadian Theatre Record gateway. We are planning to hold this session at the Toronto Reference Library on Tuesday, March 5th from 2-4 PM. 

During the meeting, participants will be lead through a series of questions that will focus the discussion of questions such as:

· What online and offline theatre research resources do you currently use?

· What parts of the Canadian Theatre Record site would you be most interested in?  

· What theatres’ archival collections would most like to see included on the site?

If you agree to participate, we will send you a series of further questions to consider in advance of the meeting.  Attached is a brief document with background information about the Canadian Theatre Record project. 

For more information and to RSVP, please contact me by email or at the phone number below.  Though we hope you are able to attend the session, if you are not, please let us know if you are willing to fill out a questionnaire about the project.

Sincerely, 

Lee Ramsay

Theatre Librarian

Performing Arts Centre

Toronto Reference Library

416-393-7013

lramsay@tpl.toronto.on.ca
