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The Next Generation
“We have an unprecedented opportunity before us. The hiring we do now will form the heart of the academy for the next 30 years.” President Donald Fisher presented the concept of “The Next Generation” – a thematic and program focus on the next generation of new scholars that will permeate the Federation's work. The needs of new scholars will be prioritized within existing and new programs when possible, for example, the new events, seminars and award competitions for graduate students at Congress 2005. Endorsing the concept, Board members noted the high level of hiring allows for real progress to be made in equity areas. They also discussed the impact of changes in mandatory retirement laws, recognizing that a broader initiative linking scholars at various career stages and fostering positive transitions across the stages be undertaken at a later time.
SSHRC’s response to the Federal Budget
Despite an announcement of an extra $11 million in February’s federal budget, SSHRC’s base budget will actually grow by only 4.4 percent or $7.4 million after the internal cuts imposed by Industry Canada resulted in a $3.6 million cut in the 2004-05 fiscal year. Dr Fisher reported on SSHRC’s priorities within this modest increase, underlining the congruence between the Federation’s transformation recommendations and the decisions taken at SSHRC.
For the 2005-06 fiscal year, SSHRC will add $10 million to the Standard Research Grants Program, a clear validation of the community’s recommendations on the fundamental importance of the SRG. The higher number of applications, however, means that the success rate drops slightly from 43 to 40 percent and project funding levels drop from approximately 80 to 70 percent on average. 
SSHRC plans to implement a new structure for the SRGs sometime in 2007. They propose two streams within the program: one for grants between $10,000 and $20,000 and the other for grants between $25,000 and $100,000. The smaller grants would cover three to five years to a maximum of $100,000, while the larger grants would run for five years to a maximum of $500,000.
Planning for Transformation

Although still in development, SSHRC’s strategic plan for transformation will include three pilot initiatives in 2005-06. First, a new Clusters Program call for proposals will go out this fall. Based on content rather than design, the competition will no longer require applicants to have previous experience in team-based projects, a change made to broaden the potential applicant base in the program. The second pilot is an International Opportunities Fund for researchers to engage in the development of international research proposals. Last is a knowledge mobilization initiative that will fund a certain number of pilot projects, with varying models for implementing a knowledge transfer unit that suit humanities and social science research. SSHRC will publish its final Strategic Plan in time for Congress.
Federation’s PSE Conference happens this November
The pan-Canadian Conference on Post-Secondary Education will take place in Ottawa on November 28-29. Earlier dates provided at the meeting were changed to allow for more stakeholder groups to participate. Led by the Federation, the Conference provides a unique forum for federal and provincial representatives to come together to discuss PSE policy. Blending the most recent research with pressing public policy questions, the conference will focus the national spotlight on issues of access, capacity, finance, and quality.
ASPP principles approved

Following an extensive two-year evaluation review of the program, SSHRC Council confirmed the importance and value of the Aid to Scholarly Publications Programme. Specifically, Council endorsed three principles that will define the ASPP in future years:

1. it is an author-based support program; 

2. the first priority of the ASPP will be to publish first-time scholars; and 

3. translated works from one official language to the other will be eligible for grants.

More funding will flow to the ASPP in the 2005-06 fiscal year after SSHRC’s review of a formal business plan.

Weighing in on the Copyright Act
The VP Research Policy, Suzanne Crosta, presented a series of recommendations on upcoming changes to the Copyright Act, along with a detailed Draft Discussion Paper, prepared by the Federation’s Working Group on Copyright. As humanities and social sciences researchers are at once creators, owners and users of copyright materials, the recommendations are based on balancing the needs and rights of these groups. Following presentations by the Working Group Chair, Laura Murray (Queen’s), and member Sam Trosow (Western Ontario), the Board supported these positions:
1. Knowledge, especially knowledge developed with the help of public resources, is the shared heritage of humanity. It builds on the efforts and ideas of pre-vious generations and will in turn be used by future generations. While creators need to be adequately compensated for their works, a strong public domain is essential to the creation of new knowledge.

2. The Federation supports public policy that defends the rights of all Canadians to access and use materials. Harkening to the Supreme Court’s statement that fair dealing is a users’ right and must “not be interpreted restrictively,” the Federation seeks to avoid as much as possible the creation of new rights coupled with specific legislated "exceptions" to provide access to identified groups, e.g. exceptions for specific uses by educational institutions which may imply that other users would be infringing copyright.

3. The Federation opposes approaches such as the introduction of extended licensing regimes and unduly broad interpretations of WIPO Implementation as they erode the vitality of the public domain, impede fair dealing and public access to knowledge, and hamper the development of new technologies.

Advocacy efforts will feature sessions and a postcard campaign at Congress, information bulletins to Federation members, and presentations to the Parliamentary committee studying the legislation. The full text of the copyright position is posted on the web site.
Open access dialogue begins
Along with Copyright, the issue of Open Access directly affects research dissemination and has been flagged as a priority for the Federation. Under the direction of Noreen Golfman, VP Research Dissemination, the Federation plans an extensive education, dialogue and policy development process. Beginning with the formation of a working group, the community outreach will target scholarly associations, researchers, journal editors, university librarians and graduate students, among others. A multidisciplinary session is planned for Congress, with emphasis on journal editors and librarians, to launch discussions on this issue. 
Advocacy activities

The Federation continues to carry its main advocacy messages to elected and department officials:

· asymmetrical funding increases for SSHRC, 

· the creation of a separate federal transfer for post-secondary education, 

· increasing the federal transfer to the provinces to improve the PSE sector’s capacity, 

· the Post-Secondary Education Conference, and

· copyright.  

Opportunities for presentations to House of Commons committees on Industry, Heritage, Human Resources and Skills Development, and Finance will be pursued. In addition to meeting with the Presidents of key national education stakeholders including AUCC, CFI, and CAUT, the Federation President plans to meet with university Presidents to further the humanities and social sciences agenda on Canadian campuses. 

Response to CRC five-year evaluation
Donna Palmateer Pennee, VP Women’s and Equity Issues, welcomed the Canada Research Chairs’ fifth year evaluation of the program. Known as the Malatest Report, it captures the potential that exists to change the program in a meaningful way. Its recommendations can be grouped in two broad categories: those dealing with the need for much better data collection and those addressing structural and design remedies to inequitable outcomes. The data collected and recommendations made in this and in the previous Bégin-Heick Report (2002) both indicate that not nearly enough progress has been made. The Federation supports the need for systemic action on equity on a disciplinary basis (i.e. the under-representation  of the humanities and social sciences) and on all historically under-represented groups (i.e. gender, disability, aboriginal people, and people of colour and diverse sexual orientation). The Board supported the recommendations in the VP’s report which will be forwarded to the CRC secretariat, shared with universities and  posted on the Federation’s website.
Endowment Campaign’s Development Network

As the Canadian Endowment for the Humanities and Social Sciences approaches $700,000 in pledges, the next step is to broaden the reach of the campaign. The Federation established a national Development Network of leaders in the research community who will help VP Development Robert Merrett identify donors, both within the academy and  beyond to corporations, philanthropic foundations and non-profit organizations.
Humanities Initiative
The Federation is launching a new initiative to address the needs of humanities research. The initiative will examine how research in the humanities can benefit from medium and large-scale project support, including strategic program support where feasible. Equity clearly exists in the SRG program, but there are concerns about larger projects, including for example editorial projects.

The Board agreed to study the issue and prepare a report by October 2005. Using comprehensive statistics and data on all SSHRC programs as the foundation of the report, the Federation will look at:

1. how research in the humanities differs from the social sciences in nature, methodology and results;
2. ways that SSHRC, along with CFI and others, could structure support for these projects; and

3. how to challenge the humanities community to develop significant research projects in fields that place or strengthen Canada as a world leader.

An initial meeting of scholars will be convened in June to set the framework for the project with a possible follow-up meeting in the fall before the report is completed. 
Congress confirms renowned scholars
As of March 1, 593 people had registered for Congress 2005 at the University of Western Ontario. Confirmed speakers include:

- Roméo Dallaire
- Jane Urquhart

- Henry Giroux
- Rashid Khalidi

- Janette Turner Hospital
- Michael Ignatieff

- Guy Vanderhaeghe
- Gwynne Dyer

- Slavenka Drakulic
- Ronald Wright.
For more information, please contact the Federation at (613)238-6112 or www.fedcan.ca.

