THE HERMAN VOADEN NATIONAL PLAYWRITING COMPETITION WINNERS
The Drama Department at Queen’s University is delighted to announce the 2005 winners of the biennial Herman Voaden National Playwriting Competition.

First Prize, $3,000 – Florence J. Gibson for Missing

Second Prize, $2,000 – Emma C. Roberts for Excellence, Ontario
Honourable Mentions

Closure by Ron Blicq

The Knowing Bird by Ron Chambers

City of Love by Alexander Ferguson

Babka for Two by Pamela Main

The Dahl Sisters by Sara O’Leary

The Leaving Song by Michael Reinhart

Wreckage by Sally Stubbs

The Hum by Robert Tsonos

Named for Canadian pioneer playwright Herman Voaden, this nation-wide open competition is “blind”, meaning that the judges do not know the identities of the playwrights until after they have selected the winners and honourable mentions. 

Besides the cash awards, the First- and Second-Prize-winning plays will receive script workshops produced by the Thousand Islands Playhouse, and will then be presented as staged readings in Kingston on Sept.30/05 and Oct.1/05. The First-Prize-winning play will also be presented as a staged reading at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa on Oct. 2, 2005. 

First Prize winner Florence Gibson was born in Montreal and raised in Cobourg. She has practised medicine in Hong Kong, East Africa, and Canada. Her award-winning play Belle has been produced at Factory Theatre, Toronto, and in London (U.K.), Ottawa and New York. Her monologue Riding the Roller Coaster won first prize in the 11th Annual Short Grain Contest (Saskatchewan). Her radio play A Recipe for Tomato Butter has been broadcast on CBC Radio and performed in Calgary, Winnipeg, Brandon, Maine and Alaska. Her play Home is My Road, produced at Factory Theatre, Toronto, won the Carol Bolt Canadian Authors Association National Award for Drama, 2004. She is currently working on a novel, Stout, as well as three new plays.
Second Prize winner Emma Roberts has won the CBC New Voices Award, the Cleveland Public Theatre’s New Play Festival Award, and the CBC/Quebec Writers’ Federation Short Story Award. Her work appears in Telling Stories: New English Writing from Quebec; She Speaks: Monologues for Women, and Exile: The Literary Quarterly. Her plays include SOS: Meat ‘N Make Mary, legends of detroit, Blood, Faith and Floodwaters, and Boob Soup. 

The judges for this year’s competition were Shirley Barrie, Mo Bock, Lorne Cardinal, Fran Gebhard, Lise Ann Johnson, Jenny Munday, Yvette Nolan and Sarah Stanley. The final round judges this year were Roy Surette and Colin Taylor. 

-30-


