One Reed Theatre Ensemble 

presents

Nor the Cavaliers Who Come With Us

A new play by the Ensemble

‘Not one word, light/sound cue or musical note is wasted in this theatrically stunning and complex examination of several centuries of colonialism and exploitation in Mexico… You'll want to see this twice or more to appreciate all it has to offer.’ 

Glen Sumi, Now Magazine Toronto

Nor the Cavaliers Who Come With Us… is a brutal, comic love story about the conquest of Mexico, from 1519 to the present. Hernan Cortes arrives in the New World looking for gold. He is received with bits of jade, quetzal feathers, and a woman, 'La Malinche' - together they will choose the destiny of the Americas. Centuries later in this same place our hero, a tourist with a typewriter searches for an intelligent source of evil in the world. Apprenticed to a mysterious horse doctor, he finds himself entangled in the true story of bullfights, politics and the untimely birth of the child of the New World. 
‘Rich, accomplished, and theatrical. Lovely details,

Precision, and simplicity in the story telling. Great work...’,

Guillermo Verdecchia, Actor, Director and Playwright
Every traveler knows the experience of feeling out of place, of having expectations and opinions overthrown. The Cavaliers… is both the story of one traveler’s personal confrontation with the forces of history and a theatrical experience that seeks to extend and transform the vocabulary of theatre. One Reed makes travelers of the audience through stories, music and images that are unusual, sophisticated and powerful. The audience experiences the enlivening disorientation of the traveler, who returns from the journey informed, energized and curious. 

‘I think of One Reed Theatre as a group of graceful conjurers. Their work is fine visceral poetry, and as such it bespeaks skill, ability, and imagination’, 

Bruce Barton, Theatre Research in Canada

One Reed Theatre Ensemble was founded in the spring of 2005 by director Daniel Mroz and National Theatre School of Canada graduates Evan Webber, Marc Tellez, Megan Flynn and Frank Cox-O’Connell. One Reed is the name of the year in which the Spanish arrived in Mexico. In the Mayan calendar, it is the year of transformation, both delicate and dangerous. The ensemble’s choice of name reflects a desire to investigate the past, and to explore the relationship between North America’s history and its contemporary culture.

Nor the Cavaliers Who Come With Us premiered at the NaCL Catskill Festival of New Theatre in New York in July 2006. In August 2006 it was received with great enthusiasm at the Summerworks Festival in Toronto, where the ensemble was awarded the festival’s Spotlight Award. 

One Reed is currently working on several new projects. Members Frank Cox-O’Connell, Megan Flynn and Evan Webber are in residence at the Theatre Center in Toronto, working on an original piece called Mean and Dreadful Sorrow with mentor Paul Thompson. All five One Reed collaborators will be in residence at the University of Toronto’s Drama Centre in the spring of 2005, where they will be teaching acting workshops to graduate students, performing Nor The Cavaliers Who Come With Us and developing their next full performance And Treat the Distant Peoples With Kindness or, Its Hard to Count to A Million.

‘Cette production éblouit, tellement l'esthétique est réussie.  Ils ont trouvé dans la simplicité une poésie corporelle et une gestuelle qui laissera personne indifférent.’

Joël Beddows, Directeur artistique, Théâtre la Catapulte
Performances of Nor The Cavaliers Who Come with Us in Ottawa 2006
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