The Wild West Through Aboriginal Eyes
The Indian Medicine Shows come to Guelph
The Fall production by the School of English and Theatre Studies at the University of Guelph offers audiences the chance to see the wild west of Billy the Kid’s New Mexico through Aboriginal eyes. The Indian Medicine Shows, by award-winning Delaware playwright and poet Daniel David Moses, consists of two one-act plays. The first is an intimate tragedy about the twisted friendship between two young men, Jon and Billy, and the mother of one of them who is haunted by the ghosts of absent Indians. The second turns to comedy as it shows one of the men twelve years later running a Medicine Show with his partner Angela and their “show Indian” David. Taken together the shows rethink the myths of the west, where heroic cowboys ride the wild range, wooing ministers’ daughters, lynching rustlers, and shooting savages. The range here is not so free and not so heroic. Indeed, it is haunted by the stories that those wild west myths conceal, by the lyrical moon, by fraught relationships between men and men, men and women, cowboys and Indians, and above all by “what we did to the Indians.”

The show, directed by Ric Knowles, designed by Alan Watts, stage managed by Nicole Jones and Gabriella Sundar Singh, and featuring Marie Hale, Cory Hare, David Krygier-Baum, Nick Nahwegahbow, and Vicki Sullivan, runs from November 5th to 10th at 8:00 pm at the George Luscombe Theatre (Mackinnon 101) on the University of Guelph Campus. Tickets ($8.00 Monday-Wednesday, $10.00 Thursday to Saturday) are available from The Theatre Studies office, Massey Hall room 102 (519-824-4120, ext. 53147).
