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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
	UNIVERSITY OF WINDSOR, SCHOOL OF DRAMTATIC ART HOSTS LEADING THEATRE PRACTIONERS OF SUZUKI, VIEWPOINTS, AND COMPOSTION FOR A TWELVE DAY INTENSIVE WORKSHOP

(Windsor Ontario, March 31, 2008) The B.F.A. Acting Program, School of Dramatic Art, University of Windsor, is hosting three of North America’s, Europe’s, and Japan’s leading theatre practitioners of Suzuki, Viewpoints, and Composition: Ellen Lauren (Associate Artistic Director, Saratoga International Theater Institute – SITI); J. Ed. Araiza (SITI Company Member) and Akiko Aizawa (SITI Company Member). Anne Bogart is the Artistic Director of the New York City based SITI Company, which she founded with Japanese director Tadashi Suzuki in 1992. The twelve day intensive workshop will be held in the Jackman Dramatic Art Centre, University of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario from Monday, May 5 to Saturday, May 17, 2008. 

The University of Windsor B.F.A. Acting program is a rigorous four year degree program. Students in the program have the extraordinary opportunity to work with invited guest artists throughout the year. This is the third visit by Ellen Lauren and the second 12 day intensive workshop taught by Ms. Lauren and J. Ed. Araiza. The School is proud to have a third SITI Company Member teach for this year’s Workshop. A limited number of spaces have been reserved for individuals interested in participating in the Workshop from outside the School of Dramatic Art, B.F.A. Acting Program. Please contact Gina Lori Riley in the School of Dramatic Art if you wish to be considered for a placement in the Workshop or for further details. 
Artist Profiles:
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	Akiko Aizawa (Actor)
SITI: Hotel Cassiopeia, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, bobrauschenbergamerica, Intimations for Saxophone, La Dispute, War of the Worlds, War of the Worlds (Radio Play), Culture of Desire, Nicholas and Alexandra, Marina A Captive Spirit (all directed by Anne Bogart) and systems/layers (music by Rachel’s/ directed by Barney O'Hanlon).  Other productions include:  The Trojan Women, Three Sisters and Dionysus (all directed by Tadashi Suzuki). Theatres/ Festivals include:  Alabama Shakespeare Festival, American Repertory Theatre, Arena Stage, Kennedy Center, Los Angeles Opera, New York Theatre Work Shop, The Walker Art Center, BAM Next Wave Festival, Humana Festival, Australian Bicentennial EXPO, Biennale Bonn, Colombia International Theatre Festival, Edinburgh International Theatre Festival, MC93 Bobigny and Toga International Theatre Festival.
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	J. Ed Araiza (Actor)
 SITI Company credits include: Hotel Cassiopeia, Midsummer Night's Dream, systems/layers, bobrauschenbergamerica, Culture of Desire, The Medium, Small Lives/Big Dreams, War of the Worlds and War of the Worlds/The Radio Play. Regional Theater: The Cureat Troy, Yale Rep. (American Premier); Santos and Santos, Mixed Blood Theatre; Keely and Du (original cast), Hartford Stage and ATL; 1969 and Picnic, ATL; Yerma, Arena Stage; Principia Scriptoria, A Contemporary Theatre, Seattle; Charley Bacon, South Coast Rep.; King Lear, Macbeth, La Victima, Los Angeles Theatre Center.  He has written the original plays Medeastories, C/O The Grove and The House all of which he directed in Austin, Texas.  Other original plays directed include The Los Project at the University of Minnesota, Where Do I Begin at Naropa in Boulder, Colorado and The Water Project at Bowdoin College. J.Ed has been movement consultant on productions at the Julliard School including: The Cherry Orchard, One Flew over the Cukoo's Nest and Balm in Gilead and at the Yale School of Drama for The Three Sisters and Our Town. Most recently he directed Vaudeville Vanya, an adaptation of Chekhov's Uncle Vanya in Austin Texas.  J. Ed was a member of El Teatro de la Esperanza and is a member of the Dramatist Guild, Austin Script Works and NoPE.
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	Ellen Lauren (Actor) 
Associate artistic director for SITI.  SITI credits include:  Hotel Cassiopeia, Death and the Ploughman, Midsummer Night's Dream, Room, bobrauschenbergamerica, systems/layers, War of the Worlds, Cabin Pressure, The Medium, Culture of Desire, Going, Going, Gone, Orestes. National and international venues include, Bonn Festival Germany, Bogota, Colombia, BAM Next Wave Festival, Paris Bobigny Festival, Melbourne Festival, Edinburgh Festival, Singapore Festival, The Wexner Center, Walker Center for the Arts, Krannert Center, NYTW, CSC in NYC.  Regional credits with SITI include San Jose Rep (MND), ART in Cambridge: (La Dispute) Actors Theatre of Louisville (ATL): (Hay Fever, Miss Julie, Private Lives).  For the last 15 years, ongoing classes and residencies in the U.S. and abroad.  Additional credits include The Adding Machine (ATL), Picnic (ATL), The Women (Hartford Stage), Seven Deadly Sins (New York City Opera -Kosovar Award for Anna II) all with Anne Bogart.  Resident company member: Stage West (Springfield, Mass.), The Milwaukee Repertory, The Alley Theatre (Houston). Ongoing guest Artist, 16 years, The Suzuki Company, under the direction of Tadashi Suzuki; Performance and workshop venues with Suzuki  include, Moscow Art Theatre, RSC in London, Theatre Olympics in Athens and Istanbul International Festival, Festival Mundial Chile, Teatro Olympico, Italy, Monpelier Festival France, Hong Kong Festival.  Ongoing faculty member 9 years: The Julliard School of Drama, New York City; Associate Director Summer Training Program, Toga, Japan. 
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Contact: 
Gina Lori Riley, Assistant Professor



School of Dramatic Art



University of Windsor



401 Sunset Avenue



Windsor, ON 
N9B 3P4



T: 519.253.3000  extn. 2803



E-mail: riley2@uwindsor.ca
