Call for Papers
SYMPOSIUM ON THEATRE AND COGNITIVE STUDIES

University of Pittsburgh

February 27th and 28th, 2009

Plenary Speaker:

Mark Johnson, Department of Philosophy, University of Oregon

“Cognition and the Arts”

The University of Pittsburgh’s Symposium on Theatre and Cognitive Studies will feature new work at the intersection of theatre/performance studies and the studies of the mind and brain. We encourage paper proposals from theatre and performance scholars working in the fields of acting, spectatorship, directing, design, playwriting, and theatricality. We also encourage proposals from cognitive literary critics with an interest in drama, including script analysis and dramaturgy.

Topics presented may include (but are not limited to) conceptual integration (“blending”), Theory of Mind, empathy studies, affordances, emotions, memory, and cognition as these relate to the history, theory, and practice of the theatre.  Final papers should be twenty minutes long.

Mark Johnson is the Knight Professor of Liberal Arts and Sciences in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Oregon and author of such important works as Metaphors We Live By and Philosophy in the Flesh: The Embodied Mind and Its Challenge to Western Thought (both with George Lakoff), and The Meaning of the Body: Aesthetics of Human Understanding (University of Chicago, 2007), in which he claims that all meaning and cognition is intimately tied to our embodiment and what he calls “the pervasive aesthetic characteristics of all experience.”

Symposium Organizers: Bruce McConachie, University of Pittsburgh; Rhonda Blair, Southern Methodist University; F. Elizabeth Hart, University of Connecticut; Pil Hansen, University of Toronto; John Lutterbie, SUNY Stony Brook; and Amy Cook, Indiana University.

Send 200-300 word proposals to Pil Hansen and John Lutterbie by emails only: Hansen.pil@gmail.com and John.Lutterbie@mail.com.
Deadline for all proposals: October 1, 2008

