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Allan, Martha –
actress, playwright and director at the Montreal Repertory Theatre, early 20th century

Alumnae Theatre (Toronto) –
Francess Halpenny, Molly Thom, Pamela (Beckwith) Terry and Helen Dunlop are among the most notable Alumnae Theatre Company members, though the "Ladies of the Alumn" tend to share the fame. Francess is rather the 'living memory' of the place. Her leadership as a director, actor, and frequently historian (authoring historical documents for the media and internal functions) was key. She also founded the UofT Press (she holds about 11 honourary doctorates). Pamela Terry's direction of the Canadian Premiere of Waiting for Godot found success at repeat performances in Toronto, as well as at the Dominion Drama Festival. She became a something of a media celebrity for her direction of many plays at Alumnae. Molly Thom's and Helen Dunlop's leadership since the 70s and 80s defined the early days of Alumnae's present firehall home, and its programming (for a while political, then women-centred, then rather "community-theatre-esq"). Molly founded Alumnae's New Ideas Festival around 1989/1990, which the company deems to be of singular importance to them. The next large task of a current research project is to find out exactly who the founding women of Alumnae were, particularly the 11 who, in 1918, staged _Les Femmes Savantes_ (as _The Bluestockings_) as a war veteran benefit. Thus far their names are known, along with their education through University College and the Margaret Eaton School. Agatha Leonard kept important archives of the company from the 1920s-WWIIish. Also remarkable is that these women and others were able to convince the City of Toronto, time after time, to allow them to rent & own their own spaces--not an easy task in the 50s and 60s, it would seem.

Amos, Janet – Actor

Anglin, Ann – Actor

Aquino, Nina Lee – Director and artistic director and actor

Ardal, Maja

Arthur, Julia

Bannerman, Margaret, actress

Beecher, Bonnie -- lighting 

Benson, Susan, Designer, set and costumes 

Blake, Colleen, top administrative positions at Stratford and Shaw

Bolt, Carol – 
a "star" in the 70s, critical to the creation of Playwrights Canada Press, the Guild of Canadian Playwrights, CanCopy. A "force" they used to say. All that and an excellent writer too--stage plays, children's plays, radio plays. lots.

Bryant, Nancy -- costumer Vancouver

Burns, Martha

Butt, Donna – Co-founder of Rising Tide Theatre 

Cairns, Eva: Administration - Catalyst Theatre

Chan, Marjorien  – Playwright, Actor

Charlesworth, Marigold

Cherniak, Leah and Martha Ross, clowns extraordinaire

Clark, Sally – Toronto & Vancouver playwright

Clarke, Denise (Calgary) – Actor, Dancer, Creator,One Yellow Rabbit (<www.oyr.org>)

Clarke, Dorian

Clements, Marie (also film maker)

Coghill, Joy 
first female Artistic Director of a major regional theatre (Vancouver Playhouse) commissioned one of the most influential plays in the development of modern English Canadian plays (The Ecstasy of Rita Joe ) first woman artistic director of the National Theatre School of Canada -Order of Canada.

Collier, Kim (Vancouver), the Electric Company

Cortland, Ida Van, actress

Coyne, Susan

Crossland, Jackie – groundbreaking playwright, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes (Vancouver)

Dankert, Paul -- dramaturge in Montreal and at NAC

Doolittle, Joyce: Actor, Educator 

Evelyn, Judith, actress

Fanconi, Kendra (Vancouver), The Only Animal

Faulkner, June – Administration builder, Toronto Workshop Productions

Ferry, Betty (Newfoundland)
the first director to direct stage plays live on TV in the 50's in St. John's

Frangioni, Lucia

Frankish Leslie set and costumes

Gale, Lorena – Playwright, Actor

Gereke, Bretta - costumes, set, lighting

Gilbert, Mallory -- general manager Tarragon

Gillis, Caroline – Actor

Gold, Muriel –
Artistic Director (1972-1980) of The Saidye Bronfman Centre Theatre in Montreal, where she introduced French Canadian plays to Anglophone audiences.  See her book A Gift for their Mother: The Saidye Bronfman Centre Theatre - A History
Gorling, Wendy -- devisor/dramaturge Studio 58 ... with Morris Panych the Overcoat and others

Gowan, Elsie Park, Playwright, Producer

Grant, Cynthia – co-founder of two vital feminist theatres: Nightwood and Company of Sirens.

Griffiths, Linda – Playwright, Actor

Guinand, Louise -- lighting 

Gynane-Willis, Mari: Was the Executive Director at Theatre Alberta 

Hall, Amelia 
first Canadian actor to speak at Stratford (Lady Anne to Alec Guiness in Richard 3 in first production) and head of influential Ottawa theatre company in early 50s (Canadian Repertory Theatre-first year round professional theatre company)

Hamilton, Dale
(Everybody's Theatre Company), credited with starting the community-play movement in Canada: inclusive and intergenerational large-cast productions involving members of a community in plays about the places where they live 

Haynes, Elizabeth Sterling

Heather, Jane:
Playwright (Are we there yet?) and Professor at the University of Alberta BFA Acting Program 

Henry, Martha

Horn, Kate (d. Montréal, 1896) –
actress, end of 19th century,who succeeded her husband as director of Theatre Royal <http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~qcmtl-w/HornKate.html>

Howard, Ruth – 
Artistic Director of Jumblies Theatre in Toronto has made an enormous contribution to the field of community-based theatre, both in her practice as a designer, director, and teacher, and in her reflective writings

Hyland,Frances (1927-2004)

Janson, Astrid -- set and costumes

Jones, Cathy, 
Before her TV days instrumental with Mary Walsh in the success of CODCO at the LSPU Hall in St. John's

Jones, Sally – 
founded the first English-speaking South Asian Theatre company in Canada - Rasik Arts - and was the first to produce the work of playwrights from India in English - since 1997, a graduate of the Graduate Centre for Study of Drama where she directed her first play in 1984 - the premiere of Alan Filewod's "Murmansk Convoys"; finalist fall 2009 in the City of Toronto Cultural Leadership Award

Joudry, Patricia –
Playwright, <http://www.lib.unb.ca/Texts/Theatre/joudry/index.htm>, the first English-Canadian playwright to support herself exclusively through her writing and productions in Canada, the U.S. and England, on stage, radio and television

Kane, Margo –
She is the “grandmother” of aboriginal theatre in Canada and has had a profound effect on its development since the 1980s, particularly in western Canada. Her company, Full Circle Native Performance, in Vancouver, had hosted Talking Stick, an aboriginal performance festival, for a number of years. This festival is now one of the premier festivals in Canada

Kang, MJ – Playwright, Actor

Keiley, Jillian –
from Newfoundland -- Artistic Fraud is a director designer ... just does fantastic stuff ... works internationally and in Canada her work has real verve

Kerr, Mary set and costumes

King, Moynan –  Playwright, actor, administrator, curator, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes (Toronto)

Koo, Camellia set and some costumes

Kramer, Sue (d. 1978) actor and co-founder of influential Globe Theatre in Regina

L'Estrange Usher, Harriet –
early 19th century, played, in English, in Montreal aud in Québec City, company director, <http://www.theatrales.uqam.ca/fil5.html#t5player>

Lambert, Betty

Leblanc, Diana -- actor, director -- one of the first graduates of NTS

Lill, Wendy, playwright and the first practising artist elected to Canada's House of Commons

Lipman, Nicola – Actor

Lunde, Lynne, first administrator and co-founder with Chris Brookes of The Mummers Troupe

Lundy, Andrea -- Lighting

Lushington, Kate – Director

Lynch, Kate – Playwright, director and actor

Lyne, Dany – set and costumes

MacLeod, Joan

MacIntosh, Yanna – Playwright, Actor

mandiela, ahdri zhina

Matheson, Alice (Newfoundland) – a fine (and deaf) director

Maxwell, Jackie –
artistic director of the Shaw and a long-time encouraging force for giving women directors, designers and translators equal opportunity

McDonald, Ann-Marie – Playwright, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes, actor

Mills, Sonja –  Playwright, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes (Toronto)

Mitchell, Betty

Moiseiwitsch, Tanya (d. 2003)
of Stratford theatre fame ... she had such a fine conceptualization of presence... of what a costume looks like at an entrance... or rather how a costume makes an entrance... 

Mojica, Monique – Playwright, Actor

Moore, Dora Mavor, actor & teacher

Morrison, Charlotte Nickinson, Canada's first actress-manager

Nicholls, Sandra: Actress, Director, Professor at the University of Alberta BFA Acting Program 

Nolan, Yvette – the best Artistic Director Native Earth Performing Arts has had

Ouchi, Mieko, Playwright, Actress, Director (Concrete Theatre), Film maker

Palk, Nancy

Palmer, Alisa, Director, Actor, Playwright, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes

Paterson, Florence (Newfoundland)..a superb actor who went on to national acclaim

Payne, Ronda feminist theatre administrator and artist

Phillips, Elizabeth Jane, actress

Podobiuk, Christina costumes and some set

Pollock, Sharon

Proctor, Catherine, Actress

Provincial Drama Extension Workers (women provincial drama extension workers 1932-70. 
(Elizabeth Sterling Haynes, Gwen Ringwood and Esther Nelson in AB, Esther Thompson and Edith Sinclair in MB, Florence James and Mary Ellen Burgess in SK and Dorothy Somerset in BC. And arguably Dora Mavor Moore as part of her long career)

Prybylski, Teresa set and costumes

Ravel, Aviva – Playwright

Rebeiro, Angela, publisher

Redfern, Heather: Administration - The Cultch in Vancouver 

Reid, Kate – Actress

Renders, Kim – Playwright, Actor

Ringwood, Gwen Pharis, playwright and produced

Roberts, Diane – Playwright, Actor

Roberts, Jean

Robinson, Karen – Playwright, Actor

Rubes, Susan – Administration builder, founder of Young People's Theatre

Rubess, Banuta – Director

Ryan, Maralyn:
Actress but also founded the St. Albert Children's Theatre which began many current performers on their path. Community Inspiration

Ryan, Toby Gordon

Salverson, Julie (Queen's University) –
her excellent work and research in the theatrical representation of people's stories that are related to personal trauma unequalled in the world 

Sealy-Smith, Alison – former AD of Obsidian and amazing actress.

Sears, Djanet

Semple, Goldie, Actress

Sharp, Eo – based in Montreal and designed The Swan among other things

Sherrin, Muriel –
Administration builder, Gen Manager of Shaw-one of the founding forces of PACT

Smith, Diana 
(with Jerrard Smith) and Annick La Bissonnière were awarded the Notable Scenographers distinction at the Prague Quadrennial. Internationally there were only 25 such notices ... and Canada snagged three!

Snelling, Lin:
Dance and Physical Theatre - previously part of Carbone 14 and currently teaching in the University of Alberta BFA Acting program

Spencer, Donna –
as Artistic Producer of the Firehall Arts Centre has been almost the sole producer for ethnic theatre in Vancouver and opened all Marie Clement’s plays

Springford, Norma (Montréal & Atlantic Canada)

Stanley, Sarah --
Director, AD Buddies, founder Die in Debt, directing co-head NTS, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes

Stroich, Vicki: Dramaturg at Alberta Theatre Projects 

Stuart, Eleanor – actress and director at the Montreal Repertory Theatre, early 20th century

Stubington, Cathy
the artistic director of Runaway Moon Theatre in Enderby, BC has been a pioneer in this field, with her focus on inter-cultural community-based theatre collaborations

Szumigalski, Anne

Tayler, Deanne -- installation and performance art -- Videocab

Thompson, Judith

Thompson, Joy (Montréal)

Thomson, Kristen

Thornton, Kelly – Director and artistic director Director

Tobin, Nancy Tobin -- sound (works in Quebec)

Turcotte, Iris -dramaturge... instrumental at Can Stage

Ursuline nuns, Educators, Producers, Playwrights

Vingoe, Mary –
co-founded and/or helped to establish Mulgrave Road Theatre, Ship's Company, Eastern Front, Magnetic North Theatre Festival

Walling, Savannah 
of Vancouver Moving Theatre stands out for her work in the field of community arts creating theatre in collaboration with residents of Vancouver's Downtown Eastside Neighbourhood

Walsh, Mary, 
Before her TV days instrumental with Cathy Jones in the success of CODCO at the LSPU Hall in St. John's, adminstrative or programming role at LSPU Hall

Weiss, Kate: Director, Professor at the University of Alberta BFA Acting Program

Wigh, Sylvia – Teacher and children's theatre director

Wright, Tracy – Actor

Yoon, Jean – Playwright, Actor (huge influence!)

Zylin, Svetlana – Director, dramatisation of lesbian and queer themes

Here are some preliminary names from Quebec
Meredith Caron - costumes 

Danièle Lévesque -- sets

Anick La Bissionière -- sets

Veronique Borboën -- costumes

Linda Brunelle -- costumes

Amaya Clunes -- costumes

