The MT Space, as part of the activities of its international intercultural theatre festival IMPACT 11

And in partnership with PCC, CCI, and CPAMO

Presents

Staging Displacement:
Producing and Presenting Difference

September 22nd -25th, 2011 (Opening Reception September 21st)

The First people were displaced first, but we are all negotiating footing in a new place. How do we claim territory on stage? 

This conference will look at displacement as a common ground for Aboriginal and immigrant theatre practitioners in Canada, and for art presenters who are seeking work that speaks to their communities. Displacement as a concept and living experience shapes the way we create, produce, and present theatre, and inspires the stories we want to tell. In collaboration with Performance Creation Canada (PCC), Cultural Pluralism in the Arts Movement Ontario (CPAMO), and Community Cultural Impresarios (CCI), IMPACT 11 will feature four days of panel presentations, discussions, and networking events with artists, producers and presenters from across Canada. 

Staging Displacement: Producing and Presenting Difference
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 22ND: The Arts of Displacement 

Both of today’s paired sessions will be chaired by Guillermo Verdecchia.

10:00-12:00 - Session 1: “Staging” – The Art of Displacement 

The first people were displaced first, but we are all displaced from our own land. We are all negotiating footing in a new place. How do we claim territory on the stage? 

1:00 – Showcase # 1 hosted by Cultural Pluralism in Performing Arts Ontario 
2:00-4:00 - Session 2: “Presenting” – The Art of Displacement/Replacement 

Presenters are often faced with the challenge of seeking work that speaks to their communities. How can we take work that is created by/for a specific community and present it to different audiences? 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 23RD: BUILDING ALLIANCES 

Both of today’s paired sessions will be chaired by Inga Petri.

10:00-12:00 - Session 3: Building Alliances
With resources so limited, many groups are building alliances with organizations that may be bigger, have different values, and want different outcomes. What are the pitfalls? The benefits? 

1:00 – Showcase #2 hosted by Cultural Pluralism in Performing Arts Ontario

2:00-5:00 - Session 4: Building Alliances II - Colonizing the Web 

New media and communication technology present a new space for building alliances between artists, presenters and audiences. How might this enable the creation and dissemination of work by culturally diverse artists?

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH: INTERWOVEN 

Both of today’s paired sessions will be chaired by ahdri zhina mandiela.

10:00-12:00 - Session 5: Interwoven I – Interculture/Interdiscipline 

More and more artists are rejecting the label of theatre, creating across disciplines. As creators from various cultural communities take the stage, they often find like-minded colleagues from other communities, creating across culture. How do we create and present the “interwoven”? 

1:00pm – Showcase # 3 – This is My Drum – hosted by the MT Space (collaboration between immigrant and Aboriginal artists) 
2:00-4:00 - Session 6: Interwoven II – Intergeneration, Blood Quantum, and Language 
First Nations and culturally diverse artists are presenting intergenerational dialogue on stage, incorporating languages other than English and exploring the legacy of mixed blood heritage. Why would you bring your mother into it? 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH: DECOLONIZING STRUCTURES AND IMAGINING TERRITORY 

Both of today’s paired sessions will be chaired by Yvette Nolan.

10:00-12:00 - Session 7: Decolonizing the Structure 

Producing and presenting theatre organizations are most commonly modeled on European corporate structures and hierarchies. How can First Nations and culturally diverse organizations work with or against such structures and the ideologies that they inscribe? 

1:00 – Showcase # 4 – Emergence - Produced by Puente Theatre Victoria (collaboration between immigrant and Aboriginal artists) 
2:00-4:00 - Session 8: Concluding Panel 

The concluding panel with be made up of the facilitators of the earlier panels, and will provide attendees the opportunity to summarize and imagine a road from displacement to the claiming of territory.
You can register for the conference NOW by purchasing the $150 Conference Pass, which includes participating in the Conference, as well as access to all ticketed productions and events at the festival!

Hope you’ll be able to join us!
