Global Engagement Seminar Public Jarislowsky Fellow Presentations Oct 6-8

Faculty, staff, and members of the University of Waterloo community are warmly invited to join us for two thought-provoking public talks presented as part of the Global Engagement Seminar (ARTS 450: Co-Designing Better Futures). The seminar brings together students, faculty, and experts from diverse disciplines to examine how AI and emerging technologies can contribute to a more equitable, creative, and human-centred future. Caroline Running Wolf is helping shape the future of AI through Indigenous data sovereignty, language revitalization, and community-led approaches to technology governance, while Dr. Jennifer Boger is advancing responsible and inclusive AI that better reflects the needs of aging populations and diverse communities. Together, these speakers invite us to consider who AI is built for, whose knowledge informs it, and how we can ensure technological innovation remains grounded in human values and societal well-being. The program encourages critical reflection on the ethical, political, economic, environmental, and social implications of AI.

A Painted Pony Called AI
Caroline Running Wolf
Language Activist, AI Innovator & Indigenous Data Sovereignty Leader
A citizen of the Apsáalooke (Crow) Nation, Caroline Running Wolf is an internationally recognized advocate for Indigenous languages, AI ethics, and Indigenous data sovereignty. Through initiatives including IndigiGenius, Lakota AI Code Camp, and First Languages AI Reality (FLAIR), Caroline has advanced culturally grounded approaches to computer science education, language revitalization, and ethical AI development.
In A Painted Pony Called AI, Caroline draws on the historical introduction of the horse to Indigenous communities as a powerful metaphor for the future of artificial intelligence. Rather than simply adopting new technologies, Indigenous nations adapted them to reflect their own values, cultures, governance systems, and ways of life. Caroline explores how AI can similarly be shaped through Indigenous leadership, community-owned language data, sovereign infrastructure, and workforce development, ensuring that the benefits created by AI remain within Indigenous communities.
This talk offers a compelling perspective on AI governance, cultural preservation, and the importance of community-led innovation.
Tuesday, October 6
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Faculty Hall, 7th Floor, Pearl Sullivan Engineering Building (E7)

Building for Ourselves: Including Human Aging in the Age of AI
Dr. Jennifer Boger
AI Researcher, Entrepreneur & Champion of Responsible Innovation
Dr. Jennifer Boger (PhD, PEng) is one of Canada's leading researchers and entrepreneurs in the field of responsible artificial intelligence. For more than 25 years, her work has focused on designing technologies that support aging, accessibility, well-being, and human flourishing. Jennifer co-founded the concept of Zero-Effort Technologies and developed the Ethical (Responsible) by Design Framework, helping organizations embed ethics, inclusion, and accountability into technology from the outset.
In Building for Ourselves: Including Human Aging in the Age of AI, Dr. Boger challenges us to consider a population that AI often overlooks: older adults, who already represent nearly one-fifth of our society and a growing proportion of the population. Drawing on decades of research and collaboration with older adults, caregivers, and service organizations, she examines what it truly means to design AI systems for the full diversity of human experience.
Through practical examples and candid discussion, Jennifer will highlight why inclusive design is no longer optional but essential as AI becomes increasingly embedded in our daily lives.
Thursday, October 8
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Faculty Hall, 7th Floor, Pearl Sullivan Engineering Building (E7)

About the Global Engagement Seminar
The Global Engagement Seminar: ARTS 450 - Co-Designing Better Futures brings together students from across the University of Waterloo to explore how AI and technology can benefit humanity through interdisciplinary collaboration and project-based learning. The seminar creates opportunities to engage with leading thinkers from academia, industry, government, and the non-profit sector while examining the opportunities and challenges posed by emerging technologies. [uwaterloo.ca]
We hope you will join us for these timely conversations and engage with colleagues, students, and community members as we explore how technology can be shaped to serve people, cultures, and communities.
All faculty, staff, students, and community members are welcome! 

